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LAWS of MA R

; , ~depending in the faid
court, the juftices thereof have not been able to hear and determine all the caufes
depending thereia within the time limited by law, 2Be it enatted, That all pleas,
procefs and proceedings, had, made and done, in the faid court, by the juftices
thereof, in caufes which have been continued longer than the time limited by
law, fhall be adjudged and taken to be good and valid, to all intents and purpofes,
as if the fame had been had, made and done, within the time limited by law;
and that the juftices of the fame court may, at the next county court to be held
for the faid county, proceed to hear and determine, or further continue, and
thereafter hear and determine, the faid caufes fo depending refpectively, as tully
and effectually as they might herctofore have done as by law required, the faid
continuance or continuances, or any other matter or thing, to the contrary not-

withftanding.

i ¢ H A P XXVL
An ACT to enable William Hammond, of Baltimore county, to

efec a floating bridge acrofs Patapfco River, at a place called
Hammond’s Ferry. |
HEREAS it is reprefented to this general affembly, by William
Hammond, of Baltimore county, that he is pofleifed of a ferry on
Patapfco River, which hath been ufed and enjoyed for many years
paft by his predeceffors, and that if proper encouragement was given, a floating
bridge might be ere@ted over the faid river, which would greatly facilitate the
intercourfe to and from the town of Baltimore to many parts of the ftate: And
whereas the faid William Hammond hath propofed to ere@ the faid bridge, of a
fufficient width for carriages to pafs and repafs at all times and feafons of the
year, at his own expence, provided a law was paffed enabling him to demand a
certain toll from all perfons paffing and repaffing the fame ; and this general aflem-
bly, being defirous of encouraging fuch laudable undertakings, have agreed to enadt,

I1. aup be it therefore enafted, 4y the General Affembly of Maryland, That
the faid William Hammond fhall have full power and authority to build, ere&
and lay, at the place commonly called Hammond’s Ferry, on Patapfco River,
2 floating bridge acrofs the faid river Patapfco ; which faid bridge, when ereted,
built and fixed, thall be of fufficient width and ftrength for all carriages to pafs
and repafs over the fame; and it fhall and may be lawful for the faid William
T7ammond, and 2l and every perfon or perfons claiming under him, to afk, de-
mand and receive, for the term of twenty years hereafter, as toll, or a com-
penfation for the fafe tranfportation over the faid ferry, according to the rates
following, to wit, every four-wheel riding carriage, including horfes and dri-
ver, onc fhilling and fix-pence; every two-wheel carriage, including horfes
and driver, one thilling ; every waggon, and other fous-wheel -carriages, horfes
and driver, one fhilling and four-pence ; every man and horfe, four-pence; every
foot perfon, or fingle horfe, two-pence ; horned and other cattle per head, one pen-
ny: Which tolls are hereby rated in current money, and may be difcharged in Spa-
nith milled dollars, at the rate of feven fhillings and fix-pence each ; provided al-
ways, and it is the true intent and meaning of this a&, that the faid William Ham-
mond, and all perfons claiming under him, fhall not be permitted, in virtue of
any power vefted in him or them by this a&t, to obftruc, or in any manner im-
pede, the paffing and repafling of any veflels of any fize, defcription or name,
up and down the faid river Patapfco, but that the faid William Hammond, and
all thofe claiming under him, fhall be obliged to have a free paflage kept open,
cither by a draw-bridge or otherwite, for all veflels of every fize or defcription to
pafs and repafs through the faid floating bridge ; and provided alfo, that the faid
William Hammond fhall enter into bond, with fecurity, to be approved of by
Baltimore county court, to finith the faid bridge within the term of three years,
and keep the fame in repair during the term of twenty years aforefaid, and to
comply with the terms and conditions enjoined on him by this a&t.

11 dnp be it further enafted, That the road kéci'fng from Hammond’s ferry
to the Baltimore iron-works, in- Baltimore county, fhall be deemed and taken,
' at



